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INTRODUCTION

In July 2019 gbpartnerships launched the gbpFoundation through Heart
of England Community Foundation. Initially starting at £25,000, the fund
aims to support projects focusing on health, education, empowerment,
and the raising of skills and aspirations of young people within a 10-mile
radius of its Coventry, Birmingham and Liverpool sites. 

At the time of the launch Wendy Spencer, Business Support Director at
gbpartnerships and Director of gbpFoundations, said:

“The  gbpFoundation will build a long-term sustainable
channel of funding that will provide financial support
for great causes that are important to the communities
in which we work. We are focusing our efforts across
three key themes; education, health and the arts.
 
“We look forward to working with Heart of England
Community Foundation who will be guiding us in the
distribution of our funds to support the promotion of
good physical and mental health for all ages, improve
wellbeing and aspirations through learning
opportunities and to provide opportunities to develop
sustainable and supportive communities through
environmental, social and diverse activities.

“We are very excited about the future of our Foundation and sharing our
success with you.”

Heart of England Community Foundation has so far awarded 11 grants
totalling £21,300 through the gbpFoundation. 

In addition to this, gbpartnerships have made a number of donations
directly to beneficiaries, details of which can be found from page 10
onwards of this report. 
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ATHAC CIC
Working with families of children with disabilities from disadvantaged backgrounds ATHAC CIC
(Access to Heritage, Arts and Culture) were awarded £2,000 to provide monthly wellbeing sessions
at a community hub in Birmingham. 

Carol Reid, Project Manager, said: 

“For this project we were based in a community hub in Erdington. We wanted to deliver a
community programme for vulnerable adults.

“We incorporated so many things, we had mindfulness and earning opportunities, as well as cooking.

“People were coming along to the sessions and that lends itself to other things, if I’m there ‘doing’
with them I get to know them more and understand their needs, we’re in a safe space. From that, it’s
a vehicle to support families.

“But with COVID that all changed. It was a sickener, the support, reach and wellbeing has become
more paramount and we’ve been adapting and finding ways to continue the support. 

“Although the funding was around the parents we provided play bags for their children. It’s enabled
us to provide a wraparound service incorporating mindfulness because of the relationships we’ve
created. We’re still running weekly sessions!”

Daisy, a beneficiary of the project, said: 

“When I first started with ATHAC it was just through a coffee morning the school organised with
Carol. At the time my daughter wasn’t diagnosed with anything, but with the support of Carol I was
able to get my daughter diagnosed with ADHD, and a few years later, Autism.

“At the time I wasn’t working, I’m now fully
employed through several different avenues. I
don’t think we’d be where we’re now if I hadn’t
had that support, that’s my whole family and
there’s eight of us in my house!

“I’ve been getting support from Carol over the
last few months, we’ve been doing the play packs
and things. They’ve been lifesaving.

"You can imagine how hard it is being stuck at
home with six children, one with additional
needs, doing nothing!

“Thank you to the donors. That little bit of money
that you’re able to offer to groups such as
ATHAC changes people’s lives. It brings them
together.

“It can definitely change people’s perspective in
life and give them hope when they need it.”
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Daisy and her family. 



COVENTRY BOYS
AND GIRLS CLUB
Assisting young people and helping them develop towards their full potential, Coventry Boys and
Girls Club (CBGC) received £2,000 from the gbpFoundation to hire specialist staff to work with
their members. 

Nathan Blundell, General Manager, said:

“CBGC aims to support children and young people from disadvantaged communities through
providing high quality provision from our community centre in Coventry city centre. 

“The funding from this grant helped us bring in additional staffing allowing us to work with more
young people, to provide guidance and support to those who may have been struggling socially and
mentally due to a number of factors.”

The specialist staff have been working alongside current youth provisions three evenings a week.
Nathan continues:

“These sessions are essential as the young people we work with not only live in areas which are
significantly disadvantaged but may also face many other social barriers. 

“The specialist help supports children and young people who attend our sessions with underlying
mental health conditions. We know a large proportion have issues in which they need support, they
aren’t getting what they need and home lives are manic.

“After speaking to the young people that have returned, they’re clearly showing they’re happy
to be back and engaging well. Without your support we wouldn’t be able to run our sessions and
help those young people most in need. Thank You!”

5

A beneficiary, who wished to
remain anonymous, said: 

“CBGC is a great place and I love
attending the sessions. I feel safe
and enjoy the different activities
we can do here. They’ve helped
me feel more confident in getting
to know other people and
developing new friendships. Staff
are always friendly and if I ever
need to chat, they’re there for me.

“Without their support I’m not
sure where I would go, my parents
know I'm safe here and well
looked after. To anyone thinking
about coming here, come along
and see what it's about!”

One of CBGC sessions. 



LOAVES N FISHES
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Loaves n Fishes, a charity set up in 2004, provide furniture, household items and clothing for those
in need. During the pandemic they’ve received less donations, but thankfully they’ve been able to
turn to the Foundation for support.

With a  £2,000 grant from gbpFoundation Loaves n Fishes have continued their doorstep service,
collecting donations and delivering them to those in desperate need.

We spoke to Mark, CEO of Loaves n Fishes, about how the funding has supported them through the
COVID-19 pandemic:

“It’s allowed us to buy smaller and lighter items which has been essential, as we can only do
doorstep deliveries, as well as have only two people in a van, the larger and more bulky items that
we've used in the past would simply not have been feasible under these new restrictions.

“Our service provides a lifeline to those who need it the most, and your funding has been our
lifeline, so a huge thank you to you!”

Many charities have struggled over the pandemic and funding from grant-giving charities has been
a salvation. Mark continued:

“Without the funding our service would not continue, and the vulnerable individuals and families
simply wouldn’t have the basics to survive. We have case studies of children and adults sleeping on
the floor, having nothing to cook with and having no chairs to sit on.”

Loaves n Fishes support some of the most vulnerable in Dudley and Sandwell, including people who
are homeless, unemployed, suffering with mental health issues and dealing with drug or
alcohol addictions. Mark continued:

“People are usually extremely grateful and surprised, in a good way, by what they receive. In many
cases we have people who say that the items provide hope for the future, and the value of this
provision goes beyond the value of the individual items. It means that they know people care about
them and they are not forgotten.”



PHOTOS
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Cape Community Care Day Cantre
provides a day service for elderly people,
a grant from gbpFoundation helped them
set up a telephone befriending service
during COVID-19. 

A photo from Loaves n
Fishes as they purchased
furniture for people in
need. 

Aptitude work with young
people, a grant enabled
them to fund a 16-week
sports programme. 

The City of Coventy Corps of Drums
received £1,200 to improve recruitment. 



FUNDED
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TOTAL: £21,300.17 1,364

House of
Play and
Education

Aptitude 

City of
Coventry
Corps of
Drums

Coventry
Boys and
Girls Club

Coventry
Road Club

Holbrooks
Community
Association

ATHAC CIC

Own Books

Dudley
Counselling
Centre

Loaves n
Fishes

Cape
Community
Care Day
Centre

Group

BirminghamFunding will provide social sessions for parents
and their children. The sessions will offer
breakfast & the chance to identify families that
need further support.

CoventryFunding will enable a 16 – week sports project
aimed at reducing anti-social behaviour and
improve mental health & wellbeing.

CoventryFunding will support four recruitment events
focusing on encouraging more female
memberships.

CoventryFunding will be used to hire specialist staff to
work with several young people to improve their
mental health and wellbeing.

CoventryFunding will purchase promotional equipment to
attract interest and increase their membership.

CoventryFunding will be used to conduct specific research
about youth services in the area. There will be a
focus on young carers.

£2,985.00

£2,000.00

£1,200.00

£2,000.00

£1,615.17

£2,000.00

BirminghamFunding will provide a monthly programme of
wellbeing sessions for parents in a deprived area
of Erdington.

£2,000.00 40

50

40

36

200

750

20

CoventryFunding will enable them to deliver two
workshops & support their core costs.
gbpFoundation also donated books to Southfields
Primary School.

£2,000.00

0£500.00DudleyFunding will go towards the cost of flooring their
new counselling rooms.

N/A

125

DudleyFunding will enable them to purchase furniture
for people in need. 

£2,000.00

0£3,000.00SandwellFunding will support a telephone befriending
service.

50

53

LocationProject Description Amount BeneficiariesGroup Description

Access to Heritage, Art &
Culture is a social enterprise
providing services for parents
& carers. 

Run by local people to provide
safe & welcoming activities for
families in Birmingham. 

Not for profit aiming to
improve families & empower
young people. 

One of the oldest youth
marching bands in the UK. 

They offer young people a safe
& fun environment with both
informal & structured
sessions.

Coventry Road Club members
are involved in all aspects of
cycling. 

Promotes health & wellbeing
to local residents. 

Offers help & support services
to people of Dudley & the
surrounding areas. 

Based in the Black Country
they support people affected
by poverty. 

A day service for elderly
people. 

Child centred project  aiming
to give away free books to
children. 



IMPACT
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Primary Beneficiaries:
Children & Young People:        36%
Carers & Young People:           28%
Homeless:                                      18%
Older People:                               9%
Families:                                        9%

"By the end of that first session, 
she was smiling from ear to ear!"

Aptitude Youth

"We've been able to begin 
a Punjabi ladies group!"

Dudley Counselling Centre 

"The virtual session provided 
a network of support which 

she values & now she does not 
feel alone on her journey"

Athac CIC

Primary Ethnicities:
All Ethnicities:       82%
Black British:         9%
White British:        9%                            

Volunteers & Beneficiaries:
 
21 Volunteers
1,364 Beneficiaries                            

Aptitude 



DIRECT DONATIONS
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As part of our ongoing programme of giving through the gbpFoundation, we did things little bit
differently for Christmas 2020. Our staff have always been so generous with charity
fundraising in the past, especially at Christmas. So, this year, we switched things around a bit
and asked them to nominate a good cause or charity that is close to their hearts, to receive a
donation from the gbpFoundation:



DIRECT DONATIONS

"Thank you so much for your recent donation to the B30 Foodbank. We rely solely on donations
from generous supporters and organisations such as yourself to provide for people within our local
community. Your gift will be used to help give our families in crisis enough food to make three
meals a day per person for three days."

Nurture Room for the children
of St. Paul's C of E Primary
School.

gbpfoundation, Arden Estate
Partnerships and Integral UK Ltd
have come together to provide
£5,000 of funding and design
expertise to support the creation of
a bespoke Nurture Room at St.
Paul's C of E Primary School in
Stockingford, Nuneaton.
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gbpFoundation reverse advent calendars 
In the runup to Christmas 2020, gbpFoundation encouraged all of our staff and partners to get
involved by making their own reverse advent calendar. The idea really caught hold, and lots if
people got involved across the country - including a key client, NHS Property Services.



DIRECT DONATIONS

Laptops donated to help underprivileged
children impacted by Covid-19 
Twelve laptops were donated to Birmingham
Education Partnership by gbpFoundation. The
IT equipment that was no longer used by
gbpartnerships, will help children and families
from disadvantaged backgrounds access
valuable additional support and help tackle
the invisible barrier to learning and attainment
caused by tech poverty.

Manchester City Council Children’s
Services, who provide shelter for the
most deprived families in Greater
Manchester, received a donation of
children’s books, colouring pens and
pencils from the gbpFoundation.
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Supporting local under 13's boys &
girls football team
It has been a real pleasure to support a
local under 13’s football team, Sillhill
Saints FC. The gbpFoundation is keen to
support both the physical and emotional
well being of young people and being
part of a team, keeping fit and healthy,
meeting with team mates and friends
and having an outlet supported by the
goodness and enthusiasm of coaches
willing to give up their time is so
important.



Own Books, supported by gbpFoundation and HoECF received a non-monetary donation.
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